








Disposable versus Refillable Refrigerant Cylinders?

In the last issue, we featured an article on the highly debatable topic of disposable versus refillable refrigeration
cylinders. We were interested to find out your thoughts on this topic and asked for you to complete a survey to
which we received many responses.

We would like to thank those who took time to ponder over this matter and filled out the survey. We aim to
forward a report to RACCA for further discussions with the NZ government. We hope that in doing so, we are able
to develop solutions around suggestions and recommendations to be considered by the government before
legislating to change disposables to refillables.

All of the respondents noted that they cared about the environment and are aware of the impact that Synthetic
Greenhouse Gases (SGG) have on the environment. The majority went on to also say that they will voluntarily take
measures to reduce emissions into the atmosphere.

Although more than 80% understood the government’s concern over heel left in the cylinder, waste into the
atmosphere and disposables being found in landfills; the majority preferred to use disposable cylinders and
believed that it is in the best interest for the industry to retain this packaging method. Only a minority of 25%
supported that the government legislate to change disposables to refillables even though the majority of
respondents have their own reclaim units & own refillable cylinders.

As a side, the majority (81%) of respondents’ staff has not completed their
No-Loss certification. Although most engineers and contractors may be
competent with handling refrigerants, the Ministry of Environment introduced
the certification to ensure that all reclaiming systems are operated efficiently to
prevent any mishaps with refrigerants. The low number of certified operators
could mean that the refilling process may potentially be carried out by
inexperienced or unqualified operators; possibly causing more harm than good.

There was a comment that which ever path the industry ends up taking,
operators need to be properly educated to be responsible when handling the
refrigerants and cylinders.

Clearly this is a topic that is of great concern to the industry, 77% of respondents

are keen to participate in any seminar or discussion groups to share their view on the topic.
Refrigeration Engineering aims to forward a report to RACCA for further discussions with the government.
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2006 Copper Prices

Parker Thermostatic Expansion Valves To keep up with the soaring copper
OFFER! Enquire at any Realcold Branch. prices over the past 6 months, we will be
Special discounted pricing on specific Parker ];%'ggd to increase our copper pricing in

B5 Series TX Valves. Price valid while stocks

last or until 31 Jan 2006. Please place orders NOW to enjoy
current lower prices for your large
orders or quoted projects!

Enquire at any Realcold
branches for your Toyo piping
& air-conditioning accessories
at a discounted rate!

have a technical question or a topic for an article that you would like to be featured
on the Realcold Cool Parts News?

Please contact Grace Khong, email: gkhong@realcold.co.nz

Your contribution will certainly help us cater the articles to you.





